ACT IV

Scene as in Act II, It is night of the third day, the one
after the PRINCESS KRISHNA'S death. The room is lit
by a single large lamp.

The Rains have broken., and the sky is massed with
black clouds. It is not raining now ; but lightning is
playing on the hills in the distance, and low thunderings
can be heard from time to time.

BHIM SINGH and AJIT SINGH are together.

AJIT SINGH: Sir, why this unresting self-reproach?
You have saved Mewar. Men will never cease to praise
you.

BHIM SINGH: Do I care for men's praise after this? I
have flung away my peace for ever.

AJIT SINGH : You have pierced yourself with a spear
to save us. Before you were our Rana; now there is not
one of us who does not regard you as a god.

BHIM SINGH: It is only you who says these things.
Others by their looks tell me plainly what they think.
[Enter SARUP SINGH.

SARUP SINGH : I renounce you! Dust on my allegiance
if it is to be preserved by homage to a coward and mur-
derer ! Accursed be the tongue that commanded death for
that child! (To AJIT SINGH.) For you, who have brought
such shame on our honoured lineage, no punishment
could be sufficient. You have wrought a blot so foul that
no Sisodia will ever lift his head again. (70 BHIM SINGH
again.} The line of Bappa nears its end. We began with
a God,f38) and we finish with a poltroon. Heaven has sent
this piteous deed as a signal of our destruction. Krishna's
lovely life was the lightning-flash before the thunderstone

75